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Blue Skies and Blue Automobiles Ahead: PPG Unveils 2019
Automotive Color Stories, Reporting an Increase in Blue
Hues

11/22/2019

Color preferences reflect desire for trust, calm in restless world

PITTSBURGH--(BUSINESS WIRE)-- PPG (NYSE:PPG) today unveiled its 2019 automotive color trends, showing a rise in blue automobiles. Holding a
steady 8% of the total global color popularity data — second only to neutrals like white, black, silver and gray — blue reflects consumers’ desire for
adventure, relaxation and reliability.

This press release features multimedia. View the full release here: https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20191122005019/en/

Europe saw the largest number of consumers choosing blue for their
automobile in 2019, at a high of 11%, up one percent from last year.
Close behind, in North America blue represents 10% of automotive
builds — the highest next to neutral hues. Asia Pacific saw 7% of
consumers choosing blue, with South America having only 2% blue
automobiles.

While it's anticipated that blue automobiles will increase for the next

four years, the hue offers many nuanced shades that can be
WHITE BLACK SILVER GRAY  BLUE/RED NATURAL GREEM  transformed with different pigment effects, fine or coarse metallic

flakes, luminous micas and sparkling glass flakes. Chromatic blues
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data, blue reflects consumers’ desire for adventure, relaxation and “Now more than ever, consumers have a desire to make a statement

reliability. (Graphic: Business Wire) — whether it be through their color choices or the brands they buy,”
said Jane Harrington, PPG manager, color styling, automotive OEM

coatings. “We see bolder colors making a comeback in many consumer segments. The versatility of automotive blues — from light sky blue to rich

indigo — allows consumers to make a statement, while also ensuring the color maintains a certain level of practicality.”

Consumers aren’t just choosing blue hues in their automobiles, but also gravitate toward the color in their homes, electronics and automotive
accents. The PPG paint brand earlier this year announced its 2020 Color of the Year, Chinese Porcelain (PPG1160-6), a blend of cobalt and moody

ink blue that imparts calmness, hopefulness and restful sleep — precious commodities in a restless world.

“The need for simplicity and escapism from technology is, in part, the reason that consumers are craving blues that bring us closer to natural
elements such as the sea and sky — elements that represent peace and serenity,” said Dee Schlotter, senior color marketing manager, PPG paint

brand. “The increasing need for connection in an unmoored world was a reoccurring theme at PPG’s Global Color Workshop.”

“Beyond color preferences on the exterior of automobiles, consumers are looking to incorporate more colorful choices for their wheel accents,” said
Jennifer Solcz, PPG global segment manager for wheel, industrial coatings. “We're seeing wheel designers now opting for complementary blue and
blue-gray tones, and bolder choices for logos, racing stripes and other embellishments for a cohesive, custom look.”

The themes represented in PPG’s 2020 trends palette, titled “Flow,” help interpret the rapid changes taking place in three core areas of human
experience: technology, climate and globalization. To process these changes and meet current needs, consumers must adapt and flow with
knowledge, balance and creativity. The automotive color trends embody this ongoing evolution, and will continue to appear in the marketplace
throughout 2023 in the following three themes:

On the Move: A trend theme representing joyful creativity and unexpected color combinations. This includes a saturated spectrum with
layered tint effects that express high-energy mobility.

At the Core: A design theme that is balanced and grounded in simplicity and well-being. The palette contains subtle ceramic tones with a

nostalgic influence. Fundamental shades include serene blues and organic greens representing responsibility and conscious consumption.


http://corporate.ppg.com
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20191122005019/en/
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.ppg.com%2Fpress-release%2Fbusiness-unit%2Ffind-ease-restfulness-ppg-brands-2020-color-year-chinese-porcelain&esheet=52133185&newsitemid=20191122005019&lan=en-US&anchor=Chinese+Porcelain&index=1&md5=27dc5d59366069ba8a8ea2259046bd20

In the Know: A theme connecting nature with technology, this palette includes neutral shades combined with authentic metal-inspired gold
and copper tones that are muted and earthy. Raw gemstone hues are an accent to the palette.

Because PPG coats more surfaces than any other company and its paint colors are sold in more than 70 countries, developing color trends is a
global, cross-cultural effort. Collaboration between PPG’s more than 20 color experts generates a fact-based approach to color trends and consumer
preferences, resulting in a unified voice on color direction. The company’s color stylists around the world specialize in industries that include
consumer electronics, architectural, automotive and aerospace. PPG experts study consumer mindsets, building material trends, wellness
preferences and more to select a curated color forecast that resonates and is reflective of current consumer attitudes and spans cultures, regions
and markets.

EDITOR’S NOTE: For more information on PPG’s automotive color trends, visit news.ppg.com/2019automotivecolor. For more information on PPG’s
architectural coatings color trends, visit news.ppg.com/2020colortrends.

PPG: WE PROTECT AND BEAUTIFY THE WORLD™

At PPG (NYSE:PPG), we work every day to develop and deliver the paints, coatings and specialty materials that our customers have trusted for 135
years. Through dedication and creativity, we solve our customers’ biggest challenges, collaborating closely to find the right path forward. With
headquarters in Pittsburgh, we operate and innovate in more than 70 countries and reported net sales of $15.4 billion in 2018. We serve customers

in construction, consumer products, industrial and transportation markets and aftermarkets. To learn more, visit www.ppg.com.

We protect and beautify the world is a trademark and the PPG Logo is a registered trademark of PPG Industries Ohio, Inc.

View source version on businesswire.com: https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20191122005019/en/
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