
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
SQM REPORTS PRELIMINARY EFFECTS OF EARTHQUAKE 

 IN NORTHERN CHILE ON ITS PRODUCTIVE FACILITIES 

                     
 

 
SQM 
Los Militares 4290 Piso 6, 
Las Condes, Santiago, Chile 
Tel: (56 2)  2425 2485   
Fax: (56 2) 2425 2493 
www.sqm.com         
 
  
 

 

Santiago, Chile, April 02, 2014.-  o i      u mi   y  in        hile S.A. (SQM) (NYSE: SQM; Santiago Stock 

Exchange: SQM-A, SQM-B) announ    to  y its p  limin  y  v lu tion of th   ff  ts on th   omp ny’s p o u tiv  
facilities of the earthquake that occurred last night in Northern Chile.  

 Th    w    no    i  nts o  inju i s involving p  sonn l  t    ’s p o u tiv  f  iliti s.  

 The earthquake was approximately 200 kilometers from our operations in Nueva Victoria, 300 kilometers 

from our operations in María Elena, 500 kilometers from our operations in the Salar de Atacama, 430 

kilometers from our operations in the Salar del Carmen, and 260 kilometers from our operations in the port of 

Tocopilla.  

 Upon preliminary inspection, no structural damage was detected at our production facilities.  

o Nueva Victoria: Operations were suspended last night resulting from a loss of electricity. It was 

reestablished this morning, and we expect operations to resume later today after an operational 

check is completed on our main equipment. 

o Tocopilla: Operations were suspended last night resulting from a loss of electricity, and following a 

tsunami alert issued by the Chilean authorities. We expect that electricity will be reestablished today, 

and we expect to resume normal operations tomorrow. 

o María Elena, Salar del Carmen, and Salar de Atacama: Production was not suspended, and we are 

operating normally.  

 There was no visible damage to the town of María Elena, the city of Tocopilla and various towns located near 

our operations in the Salar de Atacama.  

 We will continue to assess if there was any damage to our production facilities.  

About SQM 
  
SQM is an integrated producer and distributor of specialty plant nutrients, iodine, lithium, potassium-related fertilizers 
and industrial chemicals.  Its products are based on the development of high quality natural resources that allow the 
Company to be a leader in costs, supported by a specialized international network with sales in over 115 countries. 
   ’s   v lopm nt st  t gy  ims to m int in  n  st  ngth n th   omp ny’s position in    h of its businesses.  
 
Th  l     ship st  t gy is b s   on th   omp ny’s  omp titiv    v nt g s  n  on th  sust in bl  g owth of th  
 iff   nt m  k ts in whi h it p  ti ip t s.    ’s main competitive advantages in its different businesses include: 

 Low production costs based on vast and high quality natural resources; 

 Know-how and its own technological developments in its various production processes; 

 Logistics infrastructure and high production levels that allow SQM to have low distribution costs; 

 High market share in all its core products; 

 International sales network with offices in 20 countries and sales in over 115 countries; 

 Synergies from the production of multiple products that are obtained from the same two natural resources; 

 Continuous new product development according to the specific needs of its different customers; 

 Conservative and solid financial position. 
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For further information contact:  
 
Gerardo Illanes 56-2-24252022 / gerardo.illanes@sqm.com 
K lly O’B ien. 56-2-24252074 / kelly.obrien@sqm.com 
 
For media inquiries, contact: Rosalia Vera / rvera@imaginaccion.cl 
 
 
Cautionary Note Regarding Forward-Looking Statements 
 
This n ws   l  s   ont ins “fo w   -looking st t m nts” within th  m  ning of th  s f  h  bo  p ovisions of th  U. . 
Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995.  Forward-looking statements can be identified by words such as: 
“ nti ip t ,” “pl n,” “b li v ,” “ stim t ,” “ xp  t,” “st  t gy,” “shoul ,” “will”  n  simil     f   n  s to futu   p  io s.  
Examples of forward-looking statements include, among others, statements we make  on   ning th   omp ny’s 
business outlook, future economic performance, anticipated profitability, revenues, expenses, or other financial 
items, anticipated cost synergies and product or service line growth.  
 
Forward-looking statements are neither historical facts nor assurances of future performance.  Instead, they are 
estimates that reflect the best judgment of SQM management based on currently available information.  Because 
forward-looking statements relate to the future, they involve a number of risks, uncertainties and other factors that 
are outside of our control and could cause actual results to differ materially from those stated in such statements. 
Therefore, you should not rely on any of these forward-looking statements.  Readers are referred to the documents 
filed by SQM with the United States Securities and Exchange Commission, specifically the most recent annual report 
on Form 20-F, which identifies important risk factors that could cause actual results to differ from those contained in 
the forward-looking statements. All forward-looking statements are based on information available to SQM on the 
date hereof and SQM assumes no obligation to update such statements, whether as a result of new information, 
future developments or otherwise.  
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