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12 January 2023 

To: Beatriz Balbin Chief, Special Procedures Branch, Office of the High 
Commissioner 

From: Mark Bristow President and CEO, Barrick Gold Corporation 

Copy: Marcos Orellana Rapporteur on the implications for human rights of 
the environment management and disposal of 
hazardous substances and waste 

 Fernanda Hopenhaym Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on the issue 
of human rights and transnational corporations and 
other business enterprises 

 David R. Boyd Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights 
obligations relating to the enjoyment of a safe, clean, 
healthy, and sustainable environment 

Subject: Follow up Letter in response to communication AL OTH 88/2022 
 

 
Dear Ms. Beatriz Balbin, 
 
I refer to your Joint Communication, dated 16 September 2022, which made enquiries and 
raised concerns about the alleged spills from the Veladero Mine in the San Juan Province, 
Argentina, as well as Barrick’s detailed response dated 15 November 2022.  
 
It  has now been a substantial period since we received your Joint Communication, since you 
received our response and the responses from the Argentinian government and our JV 
partners Shandong Gold (collectively, the respective parties).  
 
In addition, our Sustainability Executive, Grant Beringer, has reached out to you and your team 
on two occasions since our response was sent to set up a call with yourselves and to enquire 
as to when we could expect a response from the United Nations Special Procedures Branch. 
Based on the serious nature of these allegations and the potential undue community alarm and 
reputational harm to our employees and Barrick, I am disturbed that we have not yet received 
a reply from you to date. 
 
I am therefore asking you to acknowledge this letter and the prior responses from the 
respective parties. In addition, I request that you provide us with further details on the process 
such as when we could expect the findings from the Special Procedures and a resolution to 
the investigation you have commenced. The longer the investigation remains open, the more 
the potential for community panic and damage to the relationships with our host communities 
that we have worked so hard to establish. 
 
You may not be aware of the various defamatory and baseless media publications that have 
been published since the Special Procedures released its letter and the allegation of spills 
related to Veladero. The articles published by local and international journalists were written in 
anticipation of your published Joint Communication, disregarding the respective parties’ 
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responses, sensationalising the allegations and suggesting that they are fact. Although we 
welcome external oversight at our operations and value transparency by sharing our 
performance, we believe these coordinated articles to be a deliberate targeted attempt to 
discredit Veladero and Barrick. 
 
As we have provided in our response, and which is consistent with the Government of 
Argentina’s response, we have comprehensive data that is based on sound scientific 
methodology and is analysed and reported on by reputable third-party experts. This data is 
unequivocal evidence that we have not contravened any of our permit conditions, and that any 
suggestion of spills is baseless and unsubstantiated.  
 
We are willing to provide further data to you based on monitoring conducted since our response 
as well as answer any questions you may have if this will help you arrive at informed 
conclusions. As per our response letter, we would also welcome your team to visit Veladero as 
part of your own investigation, and to engage with the communities beyond the organisation 
that is responsible for this sustained orchestration of misinformation regarding Veladero.  
 
I look forward to your urgent response to this letter and trust you will act in a timely manner that 
is consistent with your concerns regarding effective responses.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mark Bristow  
President and CEO – Barrick Gold Corporation 
 


