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February 23, 2024

Ms. Sarah Johnson
Reporter, global development
Guardian News & Media

Ms. Johnson,

RE: RESPONSE TO EMAIL DATED 20 FEBRUARY WITH SUBJECT: REQUEST
FOR COMMENT - PUEBLO VIEJO

Thank you for contacting us regarding your concerns at the Pueblo Viejo Mine and for providing
us with the opportunity to present you with the facts. At Barrick we pride ourselves on being good
corporate citizens and conscientious and responsible stewards of the environment and, as such,
take allegations against us extremely seriously.

Our commitment to our host communities and the protection of the environment are the
foundation on which we have been able to build a sustainable, modern mining company not only
in the Dominican Republic but around the world.

Although your email does not provide us with specifics to respond to, we are aware of these
general, outdated and previously addressed allegations. These are often raised by small
minorities who do not represent the communities surrounding the mine, and to which we have
provided extensive public responses in the past. Despite evidence to the contrary, these actors
continue to recycle these baseless and misinformed claims.

Below, we provided important history and context to Pueblo Viejo and an overview of our water
stewardship before addressing the allegations raised in your e-mail. We trust this will provide you
with further details and information so that an informed understanding can be reached. We are
committed to encourage transparent engagement, and support responsible, independent
reporting, and trust that your article will not perpetuate unfounded allegations, but rather seek to
substantiate any statements with fact. We would also welcome the opportunity to review any draft
article.

History and Context

Mining activity at Pueblo Viejo began as far back as the 1500s. Rosario Resources commenced
mining operations on the property in 1975. In 1979, the Dominican Government acquired the mine
and continued operations as Rosario Dominicana S.A. Operations ceased in 1999, without proper
closure, leaving significant historical environmental contamination. The water flowing from the
closed mine was highly acidic and contaminated the Margajita river leaving it unable to sustain
aquatic life in certain areas.

In 2008, Barrick commenced construction of Pueblo Viejo and started commercial production in
2013. There are two water catchments around our operations, these are the Maguaca and the


http://www.barrick.com/

Margaijita. Our process plant and pits are located in the Margajita catchment, and we only
discharge treated water, as per our permit, to the Margajita River. The water being discharged
into the river must comply with the regulatory standard and Pueblo Viejo completes daily tests at
the discharge point to ensure continued compliance.

As part of the Pueblo Viejo Special Lease Agreement of Mining Rights, Barrick committed to
remediate the historical Rosario environmental impacts within the Pueblo Veijo development
boundary, notably in the Margajita catchment. However, the Pueblo Viejo and Rosario boundaries
are not congruent and Rosario legacy impacts, as well as those from other operating mines,
persisted outside of the responsibility and liability of Barrick, notably in the Maguaca catchment.

Despite this, Barrick agreed to provide $75 million dollars to fund the clean-up of areas that are
the responsibility of the Dominican Government and are outside our development boundary. This
includes the historical Mejita dam that resulted in impacts to the Maguaca river.

Since 2008, when construction commenced, Barrick has undertaken the largest environmental
remediation in the Dominican Republic’s history. As an example, we have rehabilitated and
restored 225 hectares of land and removed 180,000 m® of contaminated soil, removed the
hazardous substances found within the development boundaries and importantly, funded and
managed the construction and operation of a water treatment plant.

Most notably, the environmental remediation and water treatment undertaken by Barrick has
resulted in significant improvement in the quality of water in local rivers and the environment
around the mine. The extensive remediation has resulted in the Margajita River water quality now
meeting regulatory standards and, in particular, shows a significant improvement in pH, some
heavy metals concentrations and the return of and improvement in biodiversity.

Below is a before and after example of images that attest to the above.

Figure 1: Margajita River inJuly, 2012 prior to commercial production at Pueblo Viejo



Figure 2: Margajita River in March 2014 following the extensive remediation works
undertaken by Barrick.

We recommend you verify these inherited conditions through public information and predates
Barrick.

Various State Institutions have also evaluated the allegations of contamination, damage to health
and livelihoods and concluded that these were not attributable to Pueblo Viejo. It is also important
to note that the Environmental Department of the Ministry of Energy and Mines as well as the
Customs Authorities have a permanent presence at our mine and continuously monitor our
operations.

Some of these reports are provided for your benefit in Annex 1.
Environmental Management and Water Stewardship

Barrick’'s approach to water management is codified in our Environmental Policy, and a
standalone Water Policy. Managing and using water responsibly is a critical part of our
sustainability strategy. We recognize that access to water is both a fundamental human right and
critical for the effective operation of our mines. We have a transparent and methodical approach
to water stewardship,

Pueblo Viejo operates with an environmental management system that is ISO14001 certified. We
are also certified under the Cyanide Management Code for our appropriate and safe management
of cyanide solutions.

All the water discharged from our operations is treated in our onsite water treatment plant to meet
regulatory standards and monitored for compliance prior to being discharged. This technology
and procedures have been applied since the start of the operation and the sole discharge point
is the Margaijita river. This data is submitted to the authorities biannually.

Beyond our permit requirements for water monitoring and management, Pueblo Viejo conducts
quarterly community participatory monitoring to increase transparency and trust in host
communities. Such monitoring began in 2012 and has since conducted around 50 participatory
monitoring exercises, with the participation of more than 2,000 community members and a further
580 representatives of organizations from universities, media, NGOs, and Chambers of



Commerce, among others.

Participants spend a day collecting water samples from various points downstream in the
Margajita River and other water sampling points not related to the mine, as requested by the
communities. These samples are analyzed by an independent third-party certified laboratory and
the results are presented to the community. Results are available at our Community Engagement
and Development Office.

During the last 4 years, quarterly monitoring has been conducted by INTEC University, one of the
most reputable universities in the country. The results taken by INTEC are shared with the
communities and other participants.

—

Figure 3 Images of quarterly monitoring

Some of the representative organizations that have raised these allegations have rejected any
invitation to be part of this transparent participatory monitoring. Annex 2 includes the letter to
Leoncia Ramos, representative of the New Renacer Committee (group from communities asking
for resettlement), inviting three designated representatives to conduct a review of the water
quality. No response was received.

Responses to allegations

. One resident said she was told in 2014 by a doctor that she had elevated lead
and heavy metal levels in her blood. In 2014, local media reported a study
conducted by a public health doctor that found cyanide and heavy metals in the
blood of residents living near the mine. Residents say they have developed
respiratory, kidney and heart problems, and their eyesight has worsened. They
blame pollution from mining operations.

Health claims and allegations surfaced in 2011. Although you have not given us the link to the
report you refer to, our knowledge of a 2014 local media report was based on samples taken in
2013. As explained above, Pueblo Viejo started commercial production in 2013, prior to which
the region was mined by a state-owned enterprise.

The 2014 local media report to which you appear to refer was focused mainly on Panterra Gold
(formerly EnviroGold). Nuria Piera, the journalist, recognized Barrick’s transparency. Panterra
Gold (nor EnviroGold) does not process any gold at Pueblo Viejo mine. Because we take these



allegations seriously, we have analyzed the report and have transcribed below some fragments
of it to ensure that the facts are not misrepresented:

“This is a serious complaint because we have tests that have been ordered through serious labs
that have produced alarming results. It has always been said that the Cotui mining area is highly
contaminated and there is a mine called Panterra Gold where the evidence we have shown us
the complaint and the results show that it is a mine that has greatly contaminated the area.”

“In this area, we have already heard the controversies surrounding the operation of Barrick’s
Pueblo Viejo, where the company has been very open, publicizing its facilities and its procedures
that it considers having a low impact on the environment; however, two years ago the Australian
company Panterra Gold, formerly EnviroGold, processes gold and silver at the Las Lagunas
project in Pueblo Viejo, Cotui.” The Dominican state granted it a concession in 2004 giving it the
right to process the tailings left by Rosario Dominicana and recover more than 3 tons of gold. “

“According to Salud Ambiental?, during the interview he insisted on stating that the current
companies are not responsible for the contamination.”

To be clear, Panterra Gold’s activities do not form part of Barrick’'s Pueblo Viejo operations.
Barrick cannot comment on Panterra Gold/EnviroGold’s environmental compliance and advise
you to consult with the Ministry of Environment.

III. In 2019, the publication of a report showing widespread dissatisfaction
with the gold mine was stopped by the government after Barrick raised
concerns about the results.

We are not sure which publication you are referring to. If you could share the reference or any
specifics, we could provide an informed comment.

IV. Areportby Steven H. Emerson found that the environmental impact study
documents that Barrick presented to the Dominican government were
“incomplete”, did not properly explore safer alternatives and
underestimated the consequences of failure. Barrick issued a response to
the report saying it is “riddled with partial and flawed opinions” and
“should not be passed off as an independent scientific investigation”
which has been referenced.

We believe you are referring to the report issued by Mr. Emerman, as opposed to Mr. Emerson.

As publicly disclosed in the Company’s press release of October 3, 2023, and as referenced in
your email, Barrick conducted a thorough review of Mr. Emerman’s report and concluded that it
lacked supporting data, facts and analysis, was not subject to peer review and is in large parts
contradictory. Stakeholders are encouraged to review the detailed reasons for these conclusions
which are fully set out in our press release at: Emerman Report Response.

Barrick repeatedly sought to engage with Mr. Emerman and the sponsoring organization, who
deliberately chose to operate outside of the national and internationally accepted Environmental
and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) process.

" For clarity, the reference to Pueblo Viejo is not to Barrick’s Pueblo Viejo mine, but the location.
2 A government institution that had analyzed the complaints.


https://s25.q4cdn.com/322814910/files/doc_downloads/republica_dominicana/Emerman_Report_Response_03102023.pdf
https://s25.q4cdn.com/322814910/files/doc_downloads/republica_dominicana/Emerman_Report_Response_03102023.pdf

The ESIA for the project was a comprehensive, multi-faceted process, undertaken by
independent multi-disciplinary specialists, from the Dominican Republic and internationally, over
the course of more than two years. It included over 3,000 meetings with community members,
including one-on-one engagements to ensure maximum outreach and participation. In addition,
we conducted two (2) open and public town hall meetings, advertised in local and national media,
and attended by over 1,500 participants. The consultation process was transparent,
comprehensive, and accessible to all stakeholders.

Figure 3 Images of the public participation meetings held in May and June 2022

Beyond electing to not engage with Barrick or Pueblo Viejo, within or outside of the ESIA process,
we also understand that Mr Emerman’s visit to the surrounding areas was met with community
resistance and meetings were poorly attended.

For the reasons provided above, Barrick cautions against placing any reliance on the contents of
the report and the allegations made by those backing it and it should not be passed off as an
independent scientific investigation.



V. One academic alleged that Barrick’s plans to expand operations, including
the building of a new dam, were “against the law, all rules and science.

For Barrick to comment responsibly on the above limited and paraphrased statement, not
attributed to a particular individual, we require more information. We would encourage transparent
reporting that provides quotations and references within the broader context in which a statement
was made for constructive engagement.

As explained above, a comprehensive ESIA was undertaken that included in country and
international, independent experts in their field. Therefore, we reject insinuations or statements
that we have operated against any law or rule, or that contrasts with ‘science’.

Pueblo Viejo complies with Dominican laws, including the Environmental Law No. 64-00 and its
regulation for application, the Mining Law of the Dominican Republic, the Special Lease
Agreement of Mining Rights as well as other applicable regulation.

Barrick cautions against making any statement of non-conformance or illegal activities and, if you
or any individual has any evidence of such actions, we would request these to be made available
to Barrick for investigation.

VI. Community members say they have repeatedly highlighted possible water
contamination and that problems started when Barrick started
operations at the Pueblo Viejo mine. They say women and children as
young as five, have vaginal problems and skin lesions from bathing in local
water. They say cows that drank from the Maguaca river have died.

We have addressed the water and heath allegations in this letter above.

Most notably, Barrick does not discharge any water into the Maguaca river, which is where the
cows allegedly consumed water.

Once informed of the incident in September 2021, Barrick contacted the appropriate authorities,
including the Ministry of Energy and Mines and the Ministry of Agriculture, to undertake an
extensive investigation to determine the cause of death.

Despite the farmers being obstructive in the investigation, an epidemiology expert conducted the
forensic work and the laboratory results and concluded that the cows died of an illness called
babesiosis bovine, which is a parasitic iliness transmitted by ticks.

Beyond the confirmation of cause of death being linked to a non-waterborne parasite, our
extensive water quality monitoring program corroborated such conclusions. In addition to our
regular sampling, water samples were taken by the Environmental Department of the Ministry of
Energy and Mines. Community participatory monitoring (event No. 39) was also undertaken after
the cattle deaths, with the participation of journalists, community leaders, environmentalists,
students, authorities, and local and national academic institutions. All monitoring results from
these separate monitoring events confirmed the water quality conditions were within acceptable
standards and contrary to the allegations of the farmers.

For your reference, we are attaching as Annex 3, the reports issued by the Dominican authorities.



VII. Residents say they’ve been hit by an 80% decrease in cacao production. They
described previously being able to grow their own produce but now fruits rot
on the plant before they are ready.

In order for us to properly respond to this allegation, we would need more details or specifics,
otherwise we would be merely speculating.

We can confirm that Pueblo Viejo has spent 12 years investing and developing community
agribusiness projects, including significant investment into cacao plantations and the
establishment of six nurseries, eighteen farms school, impacting more than two thousand
hectares and with an estimated investment of US$7,000,000. This includes extensive monitoring
and evaluation of these investments and community development projects.

Through this work, and with agricultural development partners, our experience is that cocoa
production in the area has generally increased since 2008, with 2021-2022 being the highest
cacao production in the region we have on record. Further, according to research and a
publication of El Dinero Newspaper, the country’s second highest production concentration of
organic cocoa is in the Sanchez Ramirez province where the mine is located. This information
can be validated with the purchasers of cocoa in the area including Conacado and Rizek.

We have sponsored various programs to replant farms and have worked in collaboration with
reputable NGOs in the Dominican Republic including Junta Agroempresarial Dominicana,
RedDom and Enda. We would suggest you contact them to obtain objective information, including
any evaluation they have conducted.

VIIl.  They say they have asked Barrick and the government to be relocated. A plan
was drawn up, but nothing has happened so.

We are unsure which communities you are referencing; however, we are aware of the
communities of Las Lagunas, La Cerca and La Pifita which are the communities that have
demanded relocation and incorrectly alleged contamination. These communities are located
within the Maguaca river basin. Pueblo Viejo does not discharge any water into the Maguaca river
basin and as explained above, Barrick agreed to fund and execute government remediation in
this basin for legacy impacts prior to Barrick’s involvement.

Barrick is not aware of any promise or plan to resettle such households. Approximately 38 families
lived in the communities of La Cerca, Las Lagunas and la Pinita in 2008. Since 2008, many
people have moved into the area around the mine with the express intention to be resettled and
to benefit financially from such a process. Many of the families seeking resettlement, who are
also claiming that Pueblo Viejo is contaminating their water, are located upstream of our
operations and in the Maguaca river catchment. Based on their location it is impossible for the
mine to have contributed to any contamination of waters, even setting aside the fact that we do
not discharge into this catchment.

The Google satellite images included in Annex 4 clearly demonstrate the large influx of people
into the area. A 2018 survey conducted by the Government with the support of ENTRE (lead by
Fernando Pefia), proved that 1,200 houses exist in the area, of which nearly half (48.5%) were
uninhabited, 39.8 % were inhabited, 11.1% were under construction and the remaining 0.6% were
used for non-residential purposes.



At the request of the communities and through the Community Development Committee (CDCs),
Pueblo Viejo has contributed to providing electricity to that area and is undertaking various
community development projects.

To ensure that there is no misunderstanding or conflation of issues, Pueblo Viejo is undertaking
a Resettlement Action Plan (RAP) for the communities associated with the Naranjo TSF, which
is a proposed new development. This RAP is ongoing and is independent and in a different
location to the allegations you have inferred.

IX. A letter to Barrick and government ministries, coordinated by E/ Espacio
Nacional por la Transparencia de la Industria Extractiva and signed by 16
Dominican and international organisations, claims “the harms alleged by
community members may suggest a contravention of Barrick’s international
human rights commitments, its contractual obligations, and the company’s own
environmental, social, and governance standards.” It has received no reply.

Barrick has responded in detail to ENTRE and published this response on our webpage in this
link: https://www.barrick.com/English/operations/pueblo-viejo/default.aspx in the section Our
Commitment to Responsible Mining and Transparent Communication.

We also wrote to ENTRE as part of our outreach associated with Mr. Emerman’s report. Mr.
Emerman, ENTRE and their associated sponsoring organizations did not engage with Barrick.

Despite requests for engagement neither ENTRE nor Earthwork have engaged with Barrick.

Please find attached as Annex 6 the letter we sent to ENTRE in March 2023 inviting them to visit
the mine and participate in the community environmental monitoring conducted by INTEC
University.

Conclusion

In your email, you noted that your story will detail that the communities have alleged grave harm
to their health, livelihoods, and environment due to mining operations at Pueblo Viejo.

We ftrust that the above information has clarified that these allegations have been credibly
disproven, and that Barrick and Pueblo Viejo (PV) are committed to operating in an
environmentally and socially responsible manner. Contrary to the allegations, the water quality
surrounding our operations has improved due to the extensive environmental remediation and
water treatment activities we have undertaken.

As a company that prides itself in partnering with our stakeholders, notably our local communities,
we have worked tirelessly to improve the health, livelihoods, and socio-economic status of our
communities. Some key statistics to support this statement include:
o Employment:

o 98% of our workforce are Dominican nationals;

o 2,887 employees are Dominican nationals;

o 1,497 employees are from nearby communities; and

o 758 female employees (25% of total PV employees).
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o Livelihood Support:
o Our supported Agroemprende supported 3,077 beneficiaries in 35 community?.
o Potable water:
o 70% and 96% of direct and indirect communities have access to potable water,
compared to the pre-mining baseline of 31%.
o PV supported the communities around the mine by constructing a potable water
plant and more than 60 rural aqueducts to provide potable water.
o Access to healthcare:
o 19 healthcare professionals per 10 000 population, compared to a pre-mining
status of less than 1 healthcare per 10 000 people.
o There are several health clinics and 1 hospital.
o PVis currently building an intensive care unit for Cotui.
o Procurement*:
o US$37.1 M was spent procuring goods and services from local businesses
o US$668.8 M was spent procuring goods and services from Dominican businesses

We are proud of our track record and are committed to positively contributing to the Dominican
Republic and our host communities, of which our employees are a substantial part.

We are available to meet with you and provide any other clarification that you may deem relevant.

We were informed by the community that you might recently have visited the region. In the spirit
of transparency and with the intention that you understand and confirm the veracity of the
information we have provided, we offer you an invitation to the Pueblo Viejo mine and, specifically,
we invite you to participate in the next community participatory monitoring program, which is
scheduled for March 2024.

We look forward to your response and availability to undertake a site visit.

Regards,

Juana Barceld
President
Barrick Pueblo Viejo

3 As at end 2023
42023 Spend



Annex 1

Annexes

A) Public available reports:

The following reports are provided at the link below:

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/ris8ynugn2c3zaj7cpamd/h?dI=0&rlkey=b0e1y9cxvaxhiylzwbojn

vgOx:

1. Preliminary Evaluation report prepared by the Dominican Government preceding our mining
rights for Pueblo Viejo (2001). The reports conducted under the SYSMIN | and Il Programs
including:

i) Contamination study of the underground waters of the Hatillo limestone as of
November 2008;

ii) Design for the recuperation of the Mejita basin, Pueblo Viejo Mine as of the year
2008; and

i) Study of the hydrographic basin of the Margajita and Maguaca rivers and the Hatillo
dam impoundment as of November 2008.

B) Other Government reports:

Numerous audit reports from the Ministry of Environment have confirmed that PV’s water
discharge complies with the regulatory standards and that water quality in the Margajita River
has improved as a result of our operations.

1.

Report from the Ministry of Environment dated April 27, 2015 located in this link
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:6ff73636-372d-402d-97 c4-

57b89ce37beb, which indicates the following:

“According to the results of the analyses, it is observed that all the parameters evaluated
comply with the maximum acceptable values of physical and chemical parameters present in
surface water bodies classified Class C (water used for navigation, cooling, and other uses
that do not involve direct contact).”

“The Arroyo Margajita basin was negatively impacted by the operations of Rosario
Dominicana mining projects. In the Environmental Improvement Study, presented by the
company in October 2005, the following refinement was made in relation to the quality of the
company's water:

"The Margajita Stream is severely polluted by the drainage of acidic water from the existing
mine (Rosario Dominicana) that flows into its headwaters. The pH of the stream fluctuates
between 2.1 and 2.5 and the concentrations of dissolved meta/s exceed the water quality
standards by order of magnitude. The stream is tinged red or orange due to the high
concentration of dissolved iron in the precipitates along the creek bed... No fish or amphibian
can survive in it”

The environmental state described above was corroborated by water sampling carried out by
this Ministry in 2010, where the results of the analyses confirmed the low pH levels and high
concentrations of dissolved metals, in addition to the total absence of aquatic life.


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/rjs8ynugn2c3zaj7cpamd/h?dl=0&rlkey=b0e1y9cxvqxhiylzwbojnvq0x
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/rjs8ynugn2c3zaj7cpamd/h?dl=0&rlkey=b0e1y9cxvqxhiylzwbojnvq0x
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:6ff73636-372d-402d-97c4-57b89ce37beb
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:6ff73636-372d-402d-97c4-57b89ce37beb

The historical analysis indicates that after the application of sediment control measures,
diversion and storage of acid water, and the commissioning of the water treatment plant, the
quality of the waters of the Margajita Stream has improved significantly.”

c) Reports from Ministry of Agriculture reflecting the conditions and illness affecting agriculture
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:b605d3b8-fcfc-4c9a-8b52-296f364e3a40

d) Report from the Ministry of Health conducted after the 2014 allegations
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:5b323c68-84a1-453e-a595-
a4d3d6e03623
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Annex 2 Letter to Ms. Leoncia Ramos, representative of New Renacer by which PV
requested her to appoint 3 representatives to conduct a review.

BARRICK PUEBLO VIEJD JV
M

0w)-Cenlio, pso 16

Av. Lopa de Vega Ne 20, Nace:

BARRICK et 2
B Repobhica Domncana

PUEBLO VIEJO JV RNC 101-88671-4

Tel +1 09 542 7878
Fax +1 809 549 3888

28 de abril de 2021

Sra. Leoncia Ramos
Comunidad La Pifiita

DM Zambrana, Cotui
Provincia Sanchez Ramirez

Distinguida sefiora Ramos:

Ante tode, deseamos agradecerle su participacion en el didlogo abierto celebrado ayer, para compartir
infarmacidn con las comunidades sobre los estudios que |3 empresa realizard para Iz factibilidad de ia
canstruccién de una correa transportadora

En esta actividad, usted manifestd |a inquietud relacionada con una supuesta contaminacian de las aguas
superficiales del rioc Maguaca por nuestra presa de relaves de Fl Llagal. Por tal razdn, y tomando en cuenta
que estamos comprometidos con realizar una mineria responsable y Ia gestion del agua es uno de los
aspectos clave de nuestro desempefio ambiental, le reiteramos la invitacion formulada durante Iz reunién
de ayer para que se realice una revision de la calidad de las aguas de los rios Maguaca y Margajita por
parte de un laboratorio independiente y que se compare con la linea base y los estudios de SYSMIN
coordinados por el Estado v previos al inicio de nuestras operaciones.

Para los fines anteriores, les solicitamos muy corésmente daesignar tres {3) representanies de las
- con quienes la verificacién. Adici ente, estaremas a
|las autoridades ambientales y mineras para gue al margen de |as revisiones/auditorias periodicas que nos
realizan, participen de este proceso en calidad de entes fiscalizadores

Reiteramos nuestro compromiso con el agua y contribuir con el de las

cercanas a nuestras operaciones. De hecho, en lo que respecta al manejo de nuestras facilidades de
relaves, hemos implementado procesos rigurosos para la seguridad de nuestras facilidades y en ¢l caso
de El Llagal, no realizar descargas al medicambiente. Una extensa red de mds de 100 pozos de monitoreo
v 90 estaciones de calidad de agua superficial aseguran el cumplimiento de estos estandares. Ademas,
desde el 2012, Pueblo Viejo ha estado invitando a 2s comunidades a participar en el monitoreo ambiental
participativo trimestral, que incluye muestrec de agua.

Le agradecemaes nuevamente su presencia en el didlogo y quedamas 2 |a espera de su confirmacidn,

Atentamente, } Q
ceen [ arerg
leA- T
M*://Jx AT
Mau Aﬁ jandro Quiroz ;g//'f /4& Z,’
Gerente de Medioambiente ;

/IrWﬂ&?ijH?ﬂ




Annex 3. Report from Ministry of Agriculture confirming that cows died due to an
iliness caused by the tick

e : e S
Gigpittion Homintsana
1080
Los resultsdos de las pruebas solicitadas feeron los signientes:
Tardcalbgicn Negativa
S Sor Parasitolégice ) Fotitive o Babesia
Ministro de Agricultura | Histopatoldgico Lesionss  compatibde con anaplasmosis
Su Despacho.- = pirpplasmosis, enfermedad transmitida
- — . parrapata  del  gamade  Rhipicephalus
Via : De. Geovanny Molin Abrame [\ . Pt — —
Darectar Qo] de Ganaderla ™7
Fresente. En conclusién, la Dircceibn de Sanided Animal basindose en Jos resultadas de laborslorio,
centifica que los animekts del Sr. Galvez, murieron por infestacion por CCtaparasit,
Asunto - Taforme cobre moerte d¢ bavinos del Bz, Jean Gilves Polanco.
Anexn Resultados v documenincion.

Sin gro parteular, sedespide de nsted,

For medio de ks presente, me dirijo a ese Superiar Despacho pare remiticke:
el dingréstico definitivo de la causa de b muerte de bos animales de sspecie bavings de Ia finca
propicdad del sefior Faan Gdlves Polance, ubicads en la Provincis Sanches Romirez,
Municipio Catul, secidt Las Lagunns, pataje L Piflita.

El sefior Juan élves Folance, habls denunciado que se le estalun murkends SU8 afisales,
capeclficamente de b especio boving, y alegaba que por =u aproximada con la Bamick, estaban Director de Sanidad Animal
muriends por intosicacion.

El dia 0% de septiembre de 2021, ensiamos una brignda de Midicos Weterinarins, encabeads RECIM el
pir €l Dir. Felipe Reyes, Director Pecunrio de la Regional Nosdeste, donde se procedid & tomar -
las w3 & loa les lns cuales detall & cont Mo v ee les envie a realizar Ry a—(m—'mlu nq._:q"\.':::_ o

priwbas de toicologia, parasitolagicn e histopaislogica, Sra. Aurars Risdeigies, Asivicnis Dapeo. Legal B RRIGK.
Dr. Fullps Rayss, Dirtcter focuann de la Ragons Mordeds

Sangre Entern Intesting
Suero sanguines f_-t}/Q
GENICAR) Frees B

BiiECCidN o
SAMIDAD AMIMAL

o

SANIDAD ANIMAL




Ave. Monumental, Los Girasoles, Santo Domingo, D. N., Rep. Dom.
lab.veteri 2ob.do / Info@l gob.do
Tel.: 80S- 564-7700 Fax.: 809- 560-0469

Departamento de Diagnastico
Divisién Parasitologia
Resultados Hemapardsitos o

Propietario: Juan Gélvez Polanco Registro: 4063-21
Remitente:  Dr. Aristides Flores Fecha Recepeion: 10,09.2021
Procedencia: Sanchez Ramirez, oty Reporte Resultadas: 15,00 2021
Especie:  Bovino

Muestra: — Un (01) Tejido

Métoda:  Tincion Wright

At i

220.2021

Sun Francisco de Macoris,
28 de Septicmbre, 2021

Sefior
Dr. Rafaci B. Nifiez M.
or Sanidad Ani

o1 Sariiaria delos Anmales
Def Seor Juan Gahvez Polasce

Anewo Resultados

Distinguida Sefor

ez

De manera cordial. me dirijo a ustedes con fa finalidad de informarles gae or
fecha 1592021 se tomaron mucstra de {Rifion. Higado. V'aso v contenido estomacal
{Ruminal). a los animales que habian mucrto en i fin propiedad del Sedor Juan
Gaves Poluaco. la cual coiinds von Iz empresa Barrick Goid, dichas muessas
enviadas & Laboratoric \'eierinarie Conral ilLavece
(Toxicols Htolom y

descritas san
de Hemoparasitos. por (6 caal concliimos que fa causa de
< par e presenci g una Babesiost.

Sit ai20 paricalar por ¢! momenio, le

i3 con alta csiimma,

& Dr. Felipe Reyes Marmolejos
Director Pecugric Regional Ne-desto
FRAMLab

)

LABORATORIO VETERTUARIO CENTRAL

DEPARTAMENTO DE DIAGNOSTICO
prevs Patolagia R
m : SALIDA: 11‘”091:»21 [REGISTRO: 4063-21
[PROPIETARIG: Juan Galvez
REMITENTE _Dr_ Anistides Fiores [ESPECIE Bovino
[PROCEDENGIA” Sanchez Ramirez, Cotul T ]

lvesTRA_ Tejidos

[ANALIS'S SOUCTTAGS. HE i METODO

RESULTADO:

Higado: Necrosis centrolobulilar y a nivel de otras areas del parénquima hepatico wtc::lnzam por
hepatoctos de tej
Iss células de defensa del organc.

Bazo: Congestién y hemorragia severa. Hiperplasia de foliculos linfoides.

. i is: del epitelio que forma los tabulos y los
e gloméruios, ia de los células supurativa dfusa asoc:ada a
complejos inmunoiégicos.

(Coraz6n: Distrofia miscular cardiaca severa caracterizada por necrasis de ia fiora miscular del érgano
con de teji




Report on the investigation about cows 2015

INFORME SOBRE LA SITUACION MUERTE DE
ANIMALES EN LA ZONA DE BARRICK PUEBLO
VIEJO COTUI

Debomos informar gue por instrucciones del Sefor Director General de Cianaderia
DR, BOLIVAR TORIBIOY nos dirigimos a lo zona de influencia de fo Barrick Gold para
Fa continuidad o la denoncia de muerles de animales por comaminacion de esta empresa

minera

Siendo asi, en fecha 23115 procedimos a realizar una reunidn conjunia con los
minisierios de epergia. ming v agriculivra, En esta reunion decidimos visitar la hacienda
Gilvez del SEROR JUAN GALVEZ POLANCO. ubicada en pueblo vieje del distrito
municipal de zobrana provineia Juan Sdncher Ramires

Vaen o hacienda se nos informo que en_una poblacion de 808 cabezas de bovinos

habsin muerto 1 animal hacia varias semanas,

Dada esta situacion procedimos o lomar muestras para diagnosiicar posibles
parasitosis, ableniendo resultados positives o Coceidia ¢ inmediatamente aplicamos el
iralamiento de  lugar, con FestilTElos oy satsRconns, 3 1l P Gl h,N. |,1T.;a—|-_; rm'
In’:rlms recibido informe de nuevos casos de muerte.

Tambicn  hacemos constar que  hemos iniciado los trabajos de sanidad animal
{Pruebas Brucelosis y Tuberculosis) IIU,.gndu haste el momente 180 animales muestreado
con rﬁwllli.ldm mEpalivos, T

Queremaes resaltar gque hemos manenido un moniloreo de las denis especie de
Il1lt-.l'l5‘1 }‘.ILLlhlrlll Que Lll|1 ihilan en esla A4H1, HII1 LHLl’JIIlI‘"IJ’ |1||1y|11 evento de I;'n|'|~;|m_r"|1:u‘||1

Recomendamos la realizacion de estudio toxicoligico el agua que consumen ||;"|1.

animales pma SERUI 1Im1d|.r.|ﬁil'{a I'h ||1w.a11~1=rmmua en relacion a esle caso,




(lll\\

REPUBLICA BOMINICA
ENERGIA Y MINAS

Ministerio de Energia y Minas

Departamento de Control Ambiental

dieh ] .“Aurelio.Rofas, asesor en
la direccion de remedlamon ambiental, mina pueblo
viejo, Cotui, R.D. procedimos a realizar monitoreo’ de
calidad de las aguas en la finca del Sr. Juan Galvez, en
los lugares donde toman-agua las vacas que habitan en
la finca.

Los resultados de estos analisis, se pueden observar en la
tabla de mas abajo: Estos indican que las aguas se
encuentranen-condiciones normales cumpliendo con los
establecidos en las normas para este tipo de agua y que no
ofrecen peligro para la flora, la fauna ni para los séfes Vivo.

1
/N

ENERGIA Y MINAS

Informe investigacion Calidad de las Agllas de los Pozos donde Beben ki

Se realizo un gran recorrido porlafincay se procedio a
realizar toma, de muestras en los:pozos donde bebe
agua el ganaJo ya que el lSr Juan Galvez presento una
denuricia de que su ganado tenia problema de salud por
la toma de agua en los bebederos; habllltado para eso}_
fines. ) \

f !
En las fotos, se evidencia a .los tecnicos realizados
los gmonitoreo correspondiente’ en distintos. puntas;
tamblen se puede visualizar las conﬂlcmﬂes deilas
vacas, \ : -

Determinacion Calidad de aguas. en los pozeos d nde

Estaciones Aguas

Superficiales
6.5-85

<1000uS/cm

condudwldad - OXIgeno =

<1000mg/L 24mg/L



Annex 4. Google satellite image — Influx:

Approximately 38 families lived in the communities of La Cerca, Las Lagunas and la Pifita in
2008. Since 2008, many people have moved into the area around the mine with the express
intention to be resettled and to benefit financially from such a process. The google satellite
images below evidence the influx.

La Cerca

':‘-I,.,va_ Cerca settlements IPLEOQLa G 5 i Corcagli

e

.La Cerca




_ Las Lagunas
= Las Lagunas settlements in 2007

ltasillagunas




La Pihita

La'Pifita

La Pinita




Annex 5. Map with the location of our pits and process plant and the communities:

GRA Mejita R
(DR Govermment area) [

fForm _lunit ___|Distance |
§
“




Annex 6. Letter from PV to ENTRE requesting engagement

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:ecaccd95-c4fd-43b1-b525-b259ec8ed521



https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:ecaccd95-c4fd-43b1-b525-b259ec8ed521
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